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Legal Encyclopedias:

Corpus Juris Secundum: a complete restatement of the entire American law as
developed by all reported cases. St. Paul: West Pub. C0.(1936 -)

American Jurisprudence 2" : a modern comprehensive text statement of
American law, State and Federal. St. Paul: West Pub. Co. (1962 -)

New York Jurisprudence 2". St. Paul: West Pub. Co. (1979 -)
West's Encyclopedia of American Law. Detroit: Thomson/Gale. (2004)
Carmody-Wait 2"*: an encyclopedic treatment of civil practice in New York.
Other Secondary Sources:

West's Nutshell Series. See
http://www.thomson.com/content/legal/brand overviews/wqg nutshell

CQ Researcher: in print and online. Washington, D.C.: Congressional Quatrterly,
Inc. (weekly)

West's Hornbook Series. See
http://west.thomson.com/store/SearchResults.aspx?limitpublications=59&type=A
DVANCED-SEARCH

Good website for West: Browse by Product Type:
http://west.thomson.com/store/CompleteList.aspx?Browseby=Publications

Svengalis, Kendall F. Legal Information Buyers’ Guide and Reference Manual.
Barrington, R.1.: Rhode Island Law Press. (1996 - ) See
http://www.rilawpress.com/

Legal Looseleafs in Print. Compiled and Edited by Arlene L. Stern. New York,
N.Y.: InfoSources Pub. (1981 - ) Annual.
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PRIMARY SOURCES

Reporters:
United States Reports: Cases Adjudged in the Supreme Court at October Term

[year]. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Gov't Printing Office (annual) [OFFICIAL]

West’'s Supreme Court Reporter. St. Paul: West Pub. Co. (1988 -)

United States Supreme Court Reports, Lawyers’ Edition 2d. LexisNexis (annual)
West's New York Supplement. St. Paul: West Pub. Co. (1988 -)

New York Reports. (Reports of Cases Decided in the Court of Appeals of the
State of New York) Albany, N.Y.: A. Bleecker Banks (1878 - ) [OFFICIAL]

Appellate Division Reports. (Reports of cases decided in the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court, State of New York). St. Paul: West Pub. Co. (1943 -)
[OFFICIAL]

New York Miscellaneous Reports (Reports of selected cases decided in courts of

the State of New York other than the Court of Appeals and the Appellate Division
of the Supreme Court). St. Paul: West Pub. Co. (1943 - ) [OFFICIAL]

LEGAL RESEARCH TEXTS

Finding the Law by Robert C. Berring and Elizabeth A. Edinger. 12" Ed., 2005.
Thomson/West Publishing.

Basic Legal Research: Tools and Strategies by Amy E. Sloan. 3™ Ed., 2006.
Aspen Publishers.

Legal Research: How to Find and Understand the Law by Stephen Elias and
Susan Levinkind. 13™ Ed., 2005. Nolo Press. **

Legal Research Made Easy by Susan H. Singer and James E. Duggan. 4™ Ed.,
2005. Sphinx Publishing. **

Legal Research in a Nutshell by Morris I. Cohen and Kent C. Olson. 8™ Ed.,
2003. Thomson/West Publishing.

Legal Research lllustrated by Roy M. Mersky and Donald J. Dunn. 8" Ed., 2002.
Foundation Press (a division of Thomson/West).
This book is an abridgment of Fundamental of Legal Research by the same
authors, which is probably much more detailed than necessary for most research
by non-lawyers.



Legal Research by William H. Putnam. 2006. West Legal Studies.

Gibson’s New York Legal Research Guide by William H. Manz. 3™ Ed., 2004.
William S. Hein & Co.

** Specifically geared for non-lawyers.

There are also many online guides to legal research. See e.g.

White Plains Public Library Legal Research Guidelines at
http://www.wppl.lib.ny.us/collections/legal _research/1.shtml

Public Libraries Toolkit from the American Association of Law Libraries at
http://www.aallnet.org/sis/lisp/toolkit.htm

Many law school and public law libraries have research guides, although they are
not geared for the non-lawyer. For example:
St. John’s Law Library: http:lawlibrary.stjohns.edu > Finding the Law >
Research Guides. (specific topics)
Georgetown Univ. Law Library:
http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/research/index.cfm
Columbia University Law Library:
http://www.law.columbia.edu/library/Research_Guides
New York University Law Library:
http://www.law.nyu.edu/library/research _guides.html
S.U.N.Y. at Buffalo Law Library.
http://law.lib.buffalo.edu/departments/info-services/research/by-

subject/
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